
2021-2022 AP Literature and Composition

Summer Reading Assignment

Congratulations on signing up for AP Literature and Composition during the 2021-2022 school

year. I’m so excited to spend the year reading, writing, and speaking with you about some of

the most amazing words ever written.

In order to be successful in AP Literature next year, you should be working over the summer on

your reading stamina—the ability to read and comprehend large amounts of text over long

periods of time. To develop your reading stamina, I encourage you to read as many

works of fiction as you can during the break. This will help you prepare for the

workload of AP Literature next school year.

Over the summer I’m asking you to read one book that will help us prepare for our year of

studying literature:

1. A novel of your choice. Try to choose something that is challenging but something you

will enjoy. You might check lists of recent award winners like the National Book Award

or the Booker Prize or the Pulitzer Prize for Literature. If you would like a suggestion for

a book, email me at Rachel.Stahl@sdowmo.org with things you are interested in and I’ll

try to send you some options.

During your reading, plan to stop periodically to complete a reflection about what you have just

read. You should divide your book into five sections so as to write FOUR reflections during

your reading and a FINAL reflection after you finish your reading. You can either

write your reflections by hand or on a Google Doc. Your reflections should consider the

characters, the setting, the conflict, the literary devices the author uses, and specific important

quotes from the novel.

Each reflection should represent approximately 15 minutes of thinking about the last section

you read. You may write your reflection in any way you want—paragraph(s), bulleted list,

graphic organizer, etc.

Your reflections will be due Monday, August 23, 2021.
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